
WEATHER.
Cloudy tonlg-ht and tomorrow; prob¬

ably showers and somewhat warmer
tomorrow.
Temperature for twenty-four hours

ended at 2 p.m. today.Highest. 66.
at 2 p.m. today; lowest, 38, at 4
a.m. today.
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Reserves Right to Demand
Money Due When Payment

Is Made to U. S.

THREE-YEAR CONVENTION
WILL NOT BE RENEWED

.

Lapses May 15, When Interest on

War Debt to America Will Be¬

gin to Accrue.
By the Associated Press.
LONDON, April 5..The British gov¬

ernment has addressed a note to the
allies declaring that, owing to the
fact that Great Britain has to pay the
interest on her debts to the United
States she reserves to herself the

w right to call upon the allies in turn
to pay the interest on their war debts
to Great Britain.
In this connection it is pointed out

that Great Britain is now fully pre¬
pared to pay the interest due the
United States.

Agreement Lapses May 15.

The three-year agreement between
Great Britain and the United States
lapses May 15, from which time inter¬
est on the debt due by Great Britain
to the United States begins to accrue,

» so that Great Britain will pay six
months' interest the coming fall.
Similarly the agreement between
Great Britain and her debtors termi-
nates almost immediately.

TJ. S. FUNDING BILL FIGURES.

French Understand Whole Question
Is to Come Up Soon.

By the Associated Press.
PARIS, April 5..The understanding

in French official circles has been that
the whole question of the interallied
debts will come up soon on the In¬
itiative of Great Britain as the re¬
sult of the American funding bill re¬

quiring the payment of interest on the
debts of the allies to the United States,
As all of these operations are linked
together, It is held in French circles
that a settlement between any two
countries requires a general adjustment.
The Briti^i foreign office *is under¬

stood to have informed the French am¬
bassador in London that the British gov¬
ernment will bring* the question up, but
the French foreign office declared today
no formal note on the subject had yet
been presented.

Convefffltm Expire.
The French reply to the British note

Is likely to be that the question Is
bound up with that of the inter¬
allied debts, which must be dealt with
as a whole, says the Echo de Paris,
quoting a well informed source. Piece¬
meal payment will only hamper the
settlement, the reply will say.
The British communication notified

France that the three-year convention
expiring at. an early date would not
be renewed.

LAYING ASIDE '£ 25,000,000.

By the Associated Press.
Beyond press reports of Great Bri¬

tain's preparation to begin the pay-
ment of interest upon her five-billion-
dollar war debt to this country, the
Treasury is as yet without informa¬
tion on the subject.
Great Britain, officials said today,

has been reported as laying aside
i25,000,000 in her budget for this year
to meet interest payments to this
country.

Fall. Doe In October.
In October the first semi-annual in¬

terest payment will fall due after
the expiration of the three-year
period during which, by mutual un¬

derstanding, interest on the debt was

deferred.
On April 15 the deferred Interest

due from Great Britain, officials said,
will amount to approximately $615,-
000,000, but this sum, It has been
understood, would be the subject of
funding negotiations along with the
principal of the debt when the new
debt commission begins working out
a general liquidation scheme.

COURT ORDERS INQUIRY
IN M0R0SC0 DIVORCE

Besidence Question Baised When
He Weds Three Days After De¬

cree.Collusion Suggested.
DETROIT, Mich., April 5..Investi¬

gation of the residence of Oliver
Morosco, theatrical producer, who
was married at Santa Ana, Calif.,
Saturday to Miss Selma Paley, Los
Angeles actress, but three days after
he was granted a decree of divorce
here from his "first wife, was ordered
today by Circuit Judge Harry J
Dingman of Detroit.
Edward Pokorney, friend of the

court, was instructed to make the
Investigation in an effort to learn
¦whether collusion existed.
Morosco filed divorce proceedings

against his first wife, Anna T
Mitchell, several months ago, using
his family name. Oliver Mitchell and
Sjvin* his residence as 'Bloomfield
Hills, a Detroit suburban district In
his bill of complaint he charged his
wife with "nagging" him, casting re¬
flections on his business ability and
'trying to bend him to her will." The
wife filed a cross bill for divorce
alleging cruelty and infidelity, and
naming as corespondent Miss Paley
who now Is Mrs. Morosco.
Morosco married his first wife In

San Francisco, December 15, 1897.
He has a son, Walter, twenty-three
> ears old.

It is understood here that Morosco
has settled $200,000 upon his first wife
in lieu of alimony.

..'.'"'"V.2 V««rm' Residence.
SAN FRANCISCO, April 6..Oliver

^Morosco, investigation of whose resi¬
dence was ordered today by the
cimiit court in Detroit, said today
that up to "a month or two ago" he
had been a resident of Detroit for
two and one-half years. A month
or two ago he moved to Los Angeles
and bought a home there, he said
He said he knew nothing of any court
investigation of the matters.

BRITAIN ACCEPTS U. S.
VIEWS ON OCCUPATION

ARMY AS EQUITABLE
By the Associated Prog*.
LONDON, April 5..Acceptance

by the British government of the
equity ^of the American views per¬
taining: to the maintenance costs
ot the American Army of Occupa¬
tion, as expounded in the recent

Potf °* Secretary of State Hughes
to the allies, has been informally
conveyed to the American-govern-

although a formal note olli-
cially confirming the acceptance
nas not yet been dispatched.

niuiG
OB CAUJOPARLEV
Will Discuss Invitation to
Meet Miners at Washing¬

ton April 10.

FIVE GROUPS DECIDING

Associations In and Adjacent to
Central Competitive Field to

Hold Sessions.
By the Associated Press.
CLEVELAND, Ohio, April 5..'A

meeting of the Pittsburgh Vein
Operators Association of the central
competitive coal field has been called
to meet here this afternoon or to¬
morrow morning to consider the re¬

quest of Chairman Nolan of the
House labor committee for a meeting
Of coal operators and miners in
Washington. April 10 as the first
Step in an effort to settle the nation¬
wide coal strike. Michael Gallagher,
president of the association an¬
nounced this morning.
"Several of the members of the as¬

sociation are not at home, and It may
be a difficult task to get them to¬
gether." Galllgher said. "Until the
meeting is held, however, there will
be no'statement issued as to our atti¬
tude on the proposed meeting with
the miners."

PITTSBURGH, April 5..Officials of
the Pittsburgh Coal Producers' Asso¬
ciation were expected at an execu¬
tive session today to decide their
answer to the invitation of Chairman
Nolan. Commissioner R. W. Gardi¬
ner last night refused to make a
statement in anticipation of the
meeting.
President John Brophy and Vice-

President James Mark of District
No. 2 of the union, left headquarters
in Clearfield yesterday en route to
Washington to attend the congres¬
sional hearing. Union leaders of this
territory expect steady accession
to their forces of striking workers
from among the unorganized miners.

TERRE HAUTE. Ind., April 5..A
meeting of Indiana" operators to con¬
sider Representative Nolan's tele¬
gram, asking that mine owners hold a
conference with workers, will be call¬
ed immediately, Phil H. Penna, sec¬
retary of the Indiana Bituminous Op¬
erators' Association, said here- today.
ST. LOUIS, Mo., April 5..The scale

committees of the three Illinois coal
operators' associations will meet in
Chicago tomorrow at 10 a.m. to decide
whether they will meet union repre¬
sentatives April 10, as requested by
the House labor committee, it was
announced here today.
The Fifth and Ninth District Asso¬

ciation. the Central Illinois Coal Op¬
erators' Association and the Illinois
Coal Operators' Association will be
represented at the conference.

COLUMBUS, Ohio, April 5..South¬
ern Ohio coal operators will meet
here late today to formulate some
answer to the request "of the House
committee that operators meet with
the miners at Washington on April 10.
No comment concerning the invita¬

tion will be forthcoming from W. D.
McKinney, secretary of the Southern
Ohio Operators until after the meet¬
ing.

WILL NOT CONFER.

Largest Coal Operating Company in
Ohio to Stay From Conference.
TOLEDO, Ohio, April 5..The Ohio

Collieries Company, largest individ¬
ual coal operating company in Ohio,
will not be represented in the pro¬
posed joint conference of miners and
operators in Washington on April 10.

TWO BOMB EXPLOSIONS.

BECHLET, W. Va., April 5..Bombs
were exploded in front of the houses
of Binny Chlckenfeller and James
Spade In the mining village of Kil-
sythe late last night. State troopers
with bloodhounds were hurried to
the scene, and arrested John Fodor
and Andy Honizecz, who denied all
knowledge of the crime, but are be¬
ing held.
Chlckenfeller and Spade are miners

who continued to work for the Mc-
Kell Coal Company after about one-
half the force went out. The first ex¬
plosion ripped off the porch of Chick-
enfeller's house, and the second re¬
duced to junk Spade's automobile
which was standing in front of his
house.

MINEBS ENJOY HOLIDAY.

WILKES-BARRE, Pa.? April 5.
Suspension of operations in the an-

(Continued on Page 2, Column 4.)'

MBS. SWIFT DIES SUDDENLY.
CHICAGO, April 5..Mrs. Louis F

Swift, sixty-two, wife of the president
of Swift & Company, died sud¬
denly at her home today following
an illness of only a few hours. Her
husband, who was returning from a
business trip to Honolulu, stepped
from the train here without knowingaf V» < a wifa o

®

Winners in Star's
Essay Contest to Be
Announced, Tomorrow *

The eighty eight winners
o* The Star's $1,000 pri2e
school essay contest on the
subject, "The Arms Confer,
ence and Its Significance," will
be announced in The Evening
Star tomorrow.
Plans for the distribution

of the prizes also win be an-

nounced at the same time.
4 ¦

Children Have Already Com¬
mandeered Old Property on

Iowa Avenue.

Id. c. heads to be asked
TO TURN OVER PROPERTY

Location Would Benefit Hundreds
of Youngsters in Piney Branch

and Petworth Sections.
Without a regulated playground in

either the Piney Branch or Petworth
sections of the city, a number of
children living: in those parts of thfe
city have commandeered a part of
the old District nursery property on

j Iowa avenue, between Upshur and
Allison streets. The land is not used
now for any other purpose, but efforts
are to be made to have the District
Commissioners turn it over to the
playgrounds department for play
purposes.
Edgar B. Henderson, president of

; the Piney Branch Citizens' Assocla-
tion, urged this site on the District
authorities last year, but the recom-
mendation was not followed, he said.
But Mr. Henderson informed a re- j
porter for The Star today that the
association would start immediately a
drive to obtain the use of the prop¬
erty for the children of that section,
and then would raise funds to equip
it. if the District funds were not
adequate. Not only would funds be
collected for providing the necessary
equipment, but the association would
undertake to provide a director.
M ith many building operations

being carried on at the present time
in this section there are few places
for the children to play. The streets
are very dangerous, as practically all
of those running north and south.
Georgia avenue, Iowa avenue. 14th
and 16th streets.are busy thorough¬
fares.

Boys Start Base Ball Diamond.
However, with the coming of the

base ball season the boys of the sec¬
tion apparently decided to take the,
matter in their own hands. They just
started a base ball diamond 6n their
own account, and every afternoon
from the time school lets out until
dark there are two or three games
of ball being played there. .

Nothing is provided for the little
j children of the section though, no
swings or seesaws. But the Piney
Branch citizens are going to push j

i their request for these appurtenances.
Mrs. Susie Root Rhodes, director of
municipal playgrounds, said that the J

j plot would make a good playgrounds i
site, and that she would take up with
the Commissioners the question of
turning it over to the playground
department until such a time it was
needed for building purposes. The
land is proposed as a site for a junior
high school.
"We don't want our children to play

on the streets." said Mr. Henderson
today. "The land which was formerly

j the District nursery would make an
ideal playground site and athletic

(Continued on Page 2, Column 2.)

HIGHER TAX PROPOSED
TO FORCE CAR MERGER

The House, District committee now
has before it another tax proposal
by the District Commissioners to
force a mercer of the two street rail¬
way companies in the District.
Some weeks ago the Commissioners

proposed to put a tax of 50 per cent
on the revenues of either line in ex¬
cess of 6 per cent earnttigs. The
new proposal is to put a tax of 50
per cent on the earnings between 6
and 7 per cent and a 75 per cent tax
on the earnings in excess of 7 per
cent. The correspondence sent by
the Commissioners to Chairman Focht
of the House District committee car¬
ries statistics showing how this
would work out. During the year
1921, according to these statistics, the
street railway companies under the
tax provisions proposed would have
paid $422,975.17 more than they
actually did pay. The conferees on
the District appropriation bill expect
to have another meeting this after¬
noon if Representative Ben Johnson
of Kentucky, who is the ranking
democrat on the subcommittee, which
has charge of the State and Justice
appropriation bill now under consid¬
eration in the House, is able to get
away from the House debate.

HEARING ON SIDEWALKS.
proposal to Improve 16th Street

Up April 15.
A publio assessment hearing will

be held In the boardroom of the Dis¬
trict buliding at 10 o'clock, April 15,
on the the proposal to lay sidewalks
on 16th street north of Kennedy
street, wliere bronze, markers have
been placed in the parking in mem¬
ory of the 532 District boys who gave
their lives in the war.

The plan is to lay a sidewalk on
the west side between Montague and
Van Buren streets and on the east
side between Van Buren and Aspen
streets.

In a recent letter to the Commis¬
sioners, Watson B. Miller, commander
of the District of Columbia Depart¬
ment of the American Ltflgion, called
attention to the fact that all of the
memorial markers have now been
placed and asked that the laying of
sidewalks now be taken up.

GUILTY OF WAR TREASON.
Belgian Boasted He Brought About

Death of Edith Cavell.
MONS, Belgium, April 6..Armand

Je&nnes was condemned to death In
the court here last night for treason
and espionage against Belgium and
the allies during the war. He had
boasted that he was instrumental Inbringing about the arrest and exe¬
cution by the Germans of Edith Ca¬
bell. British war nurse, but this
charer° was not mentioned In the In¬dictment against him.
There was a burst Of applause in

the courtroom when the sentence waspassed, and a great crowd outsidejeered Jeannes as he was taken to theI death ceiL

:ii§U i. - '¦ i

News Note.A floating mine was sighted T uesday directly in the pathway for liners between
Boston and Europe.

T
McKinley Manual Training
Rooms Closed While Ex¬

amination Is Made.
Discovery of a crack in the arch of

the chemistry laboratory on the third
floor, of the McKinley Manual Train-
ins School has resulted in the closing
of all classrooms directly under the
laboratory. Tho crack, it is believed,
was caused by the weakness cZ the
roof.
Workmen from the District repair

shop today are reinforcing the beams
over the chemistry laboratory. School
officials believe that the work will be
completed in time for the classrooms
to be reopened next week.
The crack appeared around one of

the arehe* under a beam which sup¬
ports a ventilating fan. The weight
of this fan is mainly supported by
this beam, which also supports a

large amount of concrete.
The psychological effect of the

crack, due to the Knickerbocker
Theater disaster. Frank C. Daniel,
principal of McKinley. said, caused
him to order the chemistry laboratory
and all rooms directly under it va¬

cated. Subsequently an examination
was made, which showed that there
was little, if any, danger of the beam
falling.

Xot Regarded IJangeroun.
Supt. of ^chools Frank W. Ballou,

Asst. Supt. Stephen E. Kramer and
Municipal Architect Albert Harris
have made a thorough examination
of the roof and beams over the lab¬
oratory and are convinced that there
is no imminent danger of the beam
falling.
Dr. Ballou pointed out that the clos¬

ing of the classrooms was ordered
as a precautionary measure. He said
that the floors of McKinley Manual
Training School are so thin that
should the beam fall it would break
through the floors and drop Into the
basement of the building.
According to the superintendent the

crack was caused by a condition of
the beam which has existed probably
since the school was erected. The ex¬
amination made by the officials, he
said, showed that a heavy concrete
pillar weighing several tons rested on
the beam, which caused it to sag. This
sag in the beam, he declared, prob¬
ably was created when the concrete
was poured.
"I have been assured by Mr. Harris

that there is no danger of the beam
falling," said Dr. Ballou. "The class¬
rooms directly under the chemical
laboratory, however, have been or¬

dered closed until repairs are made
in the event that the beam should
fall."
The work of reinforcing the beam

will consist principally of placing ad¬
ditional supports to the concrete pil¬
lar and distributing its weight more

widely over an area of the building
Instead of on the beams and the walls.
The superintendent believes it will
take several days or more to com¬

plete this work, and the classrooms
will remain closed during this time.
Students in the closed classrooms

have been assigned to other classes
pending the completion of the re-

PThe crack, Dr. Ballou said, is large
enough at points to insert a lead
nencil.Maj. Cary H. Brown, assistant en¬

gineer commissioner, announced this
afternoon, that materials for the re¬
pairs have been ordered. In the re-
nair work, he said, a small beam
will be added, in order to distribute
the weight of the concrete support to
the walls Instead of resting entirely
on the main beam.

108 IN TRAFFIC CASES.
DayTs Becord Includes 30 Alleged

Speeders.Other Offenses.

Thirty alleged speeders and seventy-
eight alleged violators of other traffic
laws were arrested by the police dur¬
ing the twenty-four hours ended at 8
o'clock this morning.
Other arrests mentioned in the daily

report' of Maj. Daniel Sullivan, super¬
intendent of police, include fifteen for
intoxication, five for transporting,
four for illegal possession and three
for selling liquor. One arrest for driv¬
ing an automobile while under the in¬
fluence of liquor, thirteen for house¬
breaking, one for grand larceny and
one for making a handbook also were
included in the day's work.

PLAraiis
INTO BECK SLAYING
Mrs. Day Describes Tragedy

in Home.No Charge Yet
Against Rich Oil Man.

LIEUT. COL. PAUL WARD BECK.

By tl-« Associated Press.
OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla., April 5..

Preparations were made today to
launch three separate inquiries into
the events surrounding the death of
Lieut. Col. Paul Ward Beck, pioneer
Army aviator and assistant command¬
er of Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla.,
who was killed by Jean P. Day,
wealthy oil operator and prominent
Oklahoma attorney, in the latter's
home here early yesterday morning-,
when, according to Day, Beck was

found struggling with Mrs. Day.
A civil investigation by county au¬

thorities will determine the charges
to be filed against Day.
A military commission of three

Army officers, headed by Maj. Thomas
B. Lanthier, will come here, accord¬
ing to an announcement at Post Field,
and Investigate the killing. The com-

(Continued on Page 2, Column 5.)

death of sailor at sea blamed
BYALLHANDS ONPIGEONSABOARD

Special Dispatch to The Star.
SAVANNAH, Ga., April 5.. The

American ship Masuda, just in from

Glasgow, with flag at half mast, has

brought with her a strange tale of

the sea. Another sailor superstition
has been verified. There is a great
shaking of heads and many an "I told

you so" among the seafaring men

now in port.
Those who have followed the sea

know the old tradition that if a bird
lights upon a vessel after It leaves

port there Is sure to be a death on

the voyage.
Shortly after the Masuda sailed
from Glasgow, a lltle less than two
weeks ago, two carrier pigeons came

aboard. One of them perched for a

moment upon the shoulder of Ed¬
mund SprueilL.^n American seaman.

It was as if the hand of Death itself
had reached out for the man.
John Olsen. fifty-six years ol/l. a

long-time follower of the sea. and
"bos'un" of the Masuda, told the cap¬
tain'that the presence of the pigeons
on board was a bad sign.
"Trouble is sure to follow us," he

told the skipper, and the bad omen
quickly spread through all the crew.
Saturday Sprueill, who was a young

seaman, had an attack of acute indi¬
gestion, and by Sunday morning he
was dead. He was buried at sea and
the vessel continued its voyage to
Savannah.
As the ship was entering port, Olsen,

the "bos'un," was sent to fix some
lines that lay on the deck. While at
work he slipped and fell, breaking
one leg and two ribs. He is now In
the Marine Hospital. Olsen blames
all the ill-luck of the Masuda to the
carrier pigeons. And there is no
sailorman in all the port today who
will dispute the poiat with him.

(Cojnrrifht. 1822J

MORE U. S. BUREAUS
TO BEHAMGIZED
Internal Revenue and Pro¬

hibition Officials to Be
Plucked Next.

Early reorganisation of other de¬
partments of the federal government,
it is believed by high officials who are
close to the President, will follow the
recent shake-up made in the bureau
of engraving and printing.

The government departments are
going to be Hardingized so as to
bring them in complete sympathy
with the administration's ideas," was
the explanation made today by one
high administration official who is
one of a group known to be In¬
trusted with bringing about the
changes being contemplated.

Confidants of the President have
represented him as holding the view
that under the Constitution the Chief
Executive is charged with the duty
of exercising the best judgment in
the administration of the office in¬
trusted to him. Therefore he is de-
termined that the government shall
be operated along more efficient and
businesslike lines. It is known that
the matter recently has been dis-
^°Sei ^y ai cab'"« meetings and
that the President has discussed his
ideas of reorganization with others!
who are in his confidence
i.fiOS?ua?viser.s ot the President be-
lieve that he is empowered to make
whatever changes in official personnel
may be deemed expedient in the in¬
terest of the country at large al¬
though, if necessary, enabling legis¬lation may be obtained from Con-

Trrnmiry \fi|.
Attention at first will be given to

the Treasury Department, where many
changes are known to be contem¬
plated "for the good of the service."
Already some important changes have
been made in the customs division and
others are to follow.
In most quarters the view is ad¬

vanced, however, that the reorganiza¬
tion as demanded by the President
would proceed regardless of party
affiliations until installation of new
personnel would eliminate all old
methods now considered as bad busi¬
ness and faulty so as to make wav
ior the greater efficiency sought by
the administration.

6'
;

Reorganization is planned, it was
said, in the internal revenue bureau,
and will involve, it was declared.
about a dozen important places. As!
soon as the internal revenue bureau
reorganization is finished the next
bureau to be given attention is ex¬
pected to be that of prohibition en-
torcement. Just how many "key posi¬
tions are involved in the bureau is
not known, but it is understood they
are considerable.

ITnder Civil Service.
Ninety per cent of the changes so

far made in Treasury bureaus, it was
asserted, were under the civil serv¬
ice and made in accordance with
civil service laws. It was indicated
that there was no intention of mak¬
ing a sudden wholesale change in the
remaining work of the reorganization
of the Internal revenue bureau or in
the prohibition bureau, but that the
work would require some weeks and
would be made much along the lines
followed in the customs reorganiza-
tion.
The customs bureau officials in sup¬

port of their changes declared that
the customs receipts for March 1922,
were over 111.000,000 greater than
the'preceding March, and reached a
total of $40,2S8,42S, a figure which,
they said, was larger than those for
any single month in the history of
the customs.
The receipts for the fiscal year to

April 1, they added, amounted to
*248,199,565, which was an increase of
?30,260,123 over the collections for
the same period last year.
The President also is known to be

of the opinion that the work of the
federal departments and bureaus
would be greatly facilitated and
otherwise Improved by adoption of
the plan prepared under the direction
of Walter P. Brown, chairman of the
joint congressional commission on re¬
organization. At least three-fourths
of this plan, which was submitted to
the President more than three months
ago, has been approved by him and
,J\is entire cabinet. It is expected at
the White House that the plan, or at
least the greater portion of it, soon
will be returned to the joint con¬
gressional committee to make ready
for the introduction in Congress of
one complete and general reorgani¬
zation bill.
However, the administration has no

Intention of awaiting the enactment
of a reorganization bill before effect¬
ing- the changes deemed necessary to
establish the efficiency demanded by
the Present.

MOTHER ASKS POSTAL
AID IN HICCOUGHS CASE;

CHANCE GETS REMEDY
A local mothei whose son has

been suffering with hiccoughs for
two days without cessation called
upon City Postmaster Chance to¬

day for a remedy.
The postmaster, used to all sorts

of requests, was stumped at first,
but soon bethought himself that
the remedy which helped A. M.
Djockery, former third assistant
postmaster general, several years
age migh help in the present case.
The prescription for the medicine

was telephoned to the Post Office
Department at that time by a local
woman, and was sent on to Mis¬
souri, where former Gov. Dockery
was suffering after many days of
incessant hiccoughing.
Postmaster Chance speedily se¬

cured the prescription today and
sent it by special delivery to the
worrying mother.

iodIBent
JUSTIFIES D, C. VOTE
Nationalization of Elections

and 6-Year Presidential
Term Also Proposed.
BY WILL P. KEXXEDV-

To give the disenfranchised resi-
dents of the National Capital equal

| voice in legislation and national poli-
tics with their fellow citizens
throughout the states, and to so
change the national election system
as to get increased efficiency in fed-
eral business is the purpose of a con-
stitutional amendment proposed by
Representative Will R. Wood of In-
diana, on which he has been promised
a hearing soon before the House elec-
tions committee of which Representa-
tive Florian Lampert of Wisconsin, is
chairman.
Some revolutionary changes are pro¬

posed by Representative Wood, who
for more than a quarter of a century
has been an outstanding figure in
politics in his home state, Indiana,
and for nearly ten years has been
one of the wheel horses in the re-
publican national organization. The
corespondence he is receiving in large
quantities shows that his proposals
have won a large following in every
state in the Union, and that he will
have strong suport in urging his con-
stitutional amendement

; Representative Wood's new general
election law contemplates a six-year
term for the President, and that he
would be ineligible for re-election. He
points out that when the Constitution
was originally framed, in the first
draft submitted, a revision was made
for election of the President for a
term of seven years without re-elec-
tion. This was changed, he says.
during deliberations to election for
six years without the right of sue-
cession, and so remained until the
closing days of the convention, when
it was ^reconsidered and the present
plan adopted.

Advocated Many Years.
The single term of six years has

been advocated ever since the adop¬
tion of the Constitution, Representa¬
tive Wood emphasizes, and has been
seriously considered by some of the
greatest statesmen.Clay, ^ ebsie>^
Calhoun, Blaine and Bryan. In fact,
he says, the democratic party has
lone been committed to a six-year
term without succession and put the
one-term feature in the party plat¬
form when Wilson was first elected.
The advantage of a single term, as

Representative Wood argues, is that
if the President knows he cannot be
re-elected he will act independent of
any and all political influence. He
will not be "trimming his sails" dur¬
ing his first term with the hope of
being elected again. This should re¬
flect a goodly influence, he believes,
through all the administrative branch
of the national government, because
then the army of employes, especial¬
ly those in charge of the various
units, would not be using their time
and opportunities for the purpose pf
re-electing their chief. It should tend
to stabilize every branch of the fed¬
eral service.
The Wood bill provides that the na¬

tional election shall be held on the
first Tuesday in October and the in¬
auguration shall be on the first Mon-
dav in November. It says that the
man who receives the highest number
of votes.not a .plurality over all.
shall be President and the one re¬

ceiving the next highest, of the same
political party, shall be Vice Presi¬
dent.

. ,It provides that If between the elec¬
tion and the inauguration the Presi¬
dent-elect should dir. then the vice
Precident-elect would automatically
become President. which now might
or might not happen, as there is no

specific requirement that the electors
shall make the Vice President-elect |
President In such an event.

For Direct Vote.

It provides for a direct vote, doing
away with the electoral college. It
gives the right to vote at a national j
election to any one who has been a

resident for thirty days in his voting j
precinct. This is Intended to be a.

distinct and separate election for Pres¬
ident. Vice President, members of the
Senate and House of Representatives.
It says that the right to vote shall
not be denied on account of sex. color,
non-payment of taxes or any other
reason except criminal conviction or
adjudicated mental Incpmpetence.

"This will insure the election of
men to the Vice President who will
always be big enough to be President,"
Representative Wood says. He believes
that "too little attention has been paid
in recent years to the election of Vice
President, and that any one who has
watched the course of national con¬
ventions has found that men are be¬
ing placed on the ticket by reason of
political exigency rather than chosen
for marked ability."although there
are some notable examples," he adds.
Representative Wood has a strong

reason for wanting to completely'na¬
tionalize the election, making it en¬
tirely separate and distinct from
state and local elections. On this ac¬
count he would have the entire ma¬
chinery for these elections provided
by Congress and have them held under
the supervision of federal rather than
state officers. They should not inter¬
fere In any way with the state and
local elections, he says.

"In my opinion," said Representa¬
tive Wood, "this would settle the
much vexed question of southern rep¬
resentation. As I understand It, a

grandfather law or a tax-payment
law as a prerequisite to voting in the
south is to maintain the white man's
control of their elections. The people
of the south, I am sure," he argues,
"would have no obje«tion to the voice
of all its people in a national election
if thev were assured it would not in¬
terfere with their state and local at-
fairs."
The Wood bill also provides that

Congress shall apportion the rep-
" (Continued on Pasa 2. Column 1.1.

PROBE OF BUREAU
DISMISSALS HIES

SHAGINSENATE
Republicans Block Effort to

Force President to Dis¬
close Reasons.

CARAWAY RESOLUTIONS
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE

Author Demands Speedy Action.
Measures Expected to Be Delayed

for Some Time.
Senate action on the bureau of en¬

graving dismissals was postponed to¬
day by reference to the Senate com¬
mittee on civil service of two resolu¬
tions of Senator Caraway, democrat.
Arkansas, asking for the President
to explain his action, and providing
a Senate committee of investigation.
From the White House it was said

that President Harding remained firm
in the conviction that he had done
right; that he was willing to amend
his executive order if it overstepped
the law, but that it was the belief
of the executive he had been wholly
within his authority.

Republicans Block Move.
Efforts of democratic senators to

force the President to disclose his
reasons for. the dismissal of former
Director Wilmeth and other employes
of the bureau of engraving and print¬
ing, were blocked today at least tem¬
porarily, in the Senate, by the re¬

publicans.
At the close of the morning business

the two resolutions introduced by
Senator Caraway of Arkansas, demo¬
crat, one calling upon the President
to inform the Senate, i£ not incom¬
patible with the public interests, what
led up to the dismissals, and the sec¬
ond, providing for an appointment of
a special Senate committee to investi¬
gate the affair, were referred to the
Senate committee on civil service.
When the first of these resolutions

was called up Senator Curtis, the act¬
ing republican floor leader, said that
if the whereases contained in the
resolution were stricken out he for
one had no objection to its adoption.
Senator Borah of Idaho, republican.

however, raised the question as to
whether Congress has the right to
ask the President in regard to dismis¬
sals from the government service,
how he is discharging his duty.
Senator King, of Utah, democrat.

asked whether Congress had not the
right to request such information li
the President "has violated a law'
providing for due notice of charges
to civil service employes before dis¬
missal. «*.;

Right of Congress Questioned.
Senator Borah replied that if the

President had violated a law there was
a way to reach him, referring to im¬
peachment. The Idaho senator, however,
questioned the right of Congress to
demand information of the President
regarding his dismissal of employes.
"The democratic President," said Sen¬

ator Borah, "when a similar request was

made, informed Congress that it was
none of its business."

Senator Curtis announced that in
view of what had been said lie should
insist that the Caraway resolution go
to the civii service committee.
Senator Caraway said that he would

gladly agree to such a course, pro¬
vided li¥ had some assurance that there
would be prompt action.

Senator Curtis replied that if the
committee did not report the resolu¬
tion back in a short tir.ie a motion
could then be made by Senator Cara¬
way to discharfc-e the committee trom
further consideration of the resolution.
Senator Caraway asked that his

second resolution, providing for the
appointment of a special committee to
investigate the dismissals, go to the
committee on orders and control of the
contingent expenses of the Senate.
However, in the end, and without a
roll call, both of the resolutions were
referred to the civil service committee,
where, democratic senators lear, they
will be allowed to sleep far some time.

Cla»h Over Ke»olutlon.
The sharpest clash came over a

resolution by Senator Harrison, demo¬
crat, Mississippi, asking the Presi¬
dent for the names of all persons
appointed by executive order with¬
out Regard to civil service rules, lie-
publicans sought to refer this also
to the civil service committee, but
Senator Harrison said he didn't want
it "buried that way," and a number
of roll calls, divided ill party lines,
followed.
Senator Harrison finally failed to

get action on his resolution, but the
republicans also failed to have it re¬
ferred to the civil service committee.
Under the rules the resolution went
to the calendar when it was displaced
automatically by the bill to create
more federal judges. Senator Harri¬
son wTas prevented from discussing
his resolution and the republicans de¬
feated a motion by him to direct the
civil service committee to report out
the resolution without delay.

DlamUaed Officii! l« Defended.
Defense of the character of the men

dismissed from the bureau continued
in official circles today. When at¬
tention was directed to a rumor that
the action might have been taken in
connection with the alleged disap- »
pearance of liberty bonds from the
bureau years ago, officials disclaimed
knowledge of any disappearance of
bonds and reiterated the statement
that no charges of irregularity in
connection with the country's paper
had been filed.
Officials In charge also denied that

labor troubles had been the cause of
the dismissal. Attention had been di¬
rected to unconfirmed reports that
there had been conflict between bu¬
reau plans for installing labor-saving
machinery tnd the labor-union, which
was reported to have resisted such
installation.
Repitition of the reasons efficiency

and economy" by officials met nu¬
merous inquiries as to the cause of
the dismissals.and always there was
from officials emphatic denial of any
intention to reflect upon the integ¬
rity of any ftne dismissed.
Difficulty of some kind, however, of

a nature to cause conflict between
elements in the bureau and the ad¬
ministration was admitted in certain
quarters of the Treasury; the diffi¬
culty had been of long standing, and
had been increasing, it was learned.
The removal of one or a few persona
would not effect the necessary change,
it was decided, after long study of
»he problems.so the quick step had

taken.and a clean-«wee» m.il». f


